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Foreign Trade Zone which exempts importers of
foreign goods from U.S. Customs duties. The
facility also is part of an Urban Enterprise Zone,
which affords certain tax exemptions for sub-
contracted services, in addition to State EDA
funding and development programs. Finally,
since 2000, New Jersey has exempted the sale of
aviation products and services from state sales
tax, making New Jersey a very attractive locale,
noted the Association. 

“Assuming the appropriate financial arrange-
ments can be established between Boeing, the
State of New Jersey, Cumberland County, the
City of Millville and the Delaware River and Bay
Authority, which operates the airport, it would
be an ideal location for this facility,” McElroy
noted. “Millville Airport would be second only
to Atlantic City as an economic engine for 
South Jersey.” McElroy is Vice President and
General Manager of Dallas Airmotive, a major

over hauler of turbine engines, auxiliary power
units and landing gear. Dallas maintains a large
operation at the Millville Airport and the firm
has been a driving force in growth of the New
Jersey Academy of Aviation Science, which
trains aviation mechanics there. 

“Siting such a facility in Millville would pro-
duce a dramatic economic effect for the entire
South Jersey region,” Carver said. “It would not
only create direct employment, but would cre-
ate ancillary construction and service jobs
throughout Cumberland and surrounding
counties. The South Jersey economy is often
described as one dimensional since it relies so
heavily on the casino industry. This would not
only address that issue, but would return manu-
facturing jobs to New Jersey.” stated Carver. 

“This represents a golden opportunity for 
the City of Millville, the region and the State.
The competition will be difficult. Kansas and
Washington State are already on record as 
making strong efforts to lure Boeing.
Nevertheless, New Jersey has enough resources
and financial ability to compete for this prize,”
the Association leaders concluded. 

Mayor James Quinn has described Millville’s
bid as a long shot, but called the work of 
the Association invaluable. The Association 
and local leaders also met with Senator Jon
Corzine and Congressman Frank LoBiondo 
to elicit their support. Corzine and Senator
Frank Lautenberg have contacted Boeing 
to pledge federal cooperation. LoBiondo was
successful in obtaining support from the 
members of the Pennsylvania and Delaware 
Tri-State Smart Growth Committee. This 
augments the strong support the McGreevey
Administration has pledged. �

T he New Jersey Aviation Association has
played a big role in the City of Millville’s
efforts to lure a proposed Boeing plant to

the Cumberland County community. Boeing
has announced it will build a new facility to
build the 7E7 “Dreamliner” aircraft which will
enter commercial service later in the decade.
More than thirty localities, including Millville,
have entered the competition.

The Association offered early support for
Millville. An analysis carried out under the
direction of Association Chairman Hugh
McElroy highlighted the many advantages
Millville has to offer Boeing. The Association
analysis concluded that many of the technical
requirements for establishing a Boeing facility
at Millville already exist. These include expand-
able airport and runway capabilities, aviation
technical resources, and adequate rail, sea and
ground transportation infrastructure.

The report noted that there is sufficient land
area at and adjacent to Millville Airport to
accommodate both the Boeing facility and
ancillary industries which would locate to the
area. Extending Millville’s 6000 foot runway to
10,000 feet would not be a significant technical
difficulty, the analysis concluded. The State
Department of Transportation, together with
other state agencies is supporting the project,
estimated the cost of extension at $25 million.

The group also noted the presence of the
Boeing Vertol facility in Essington, PA and the
Aviation Academy at the airport as sources of
trained personnel. The FAA Technical Center,
which conducts the majority of FAA aircraft
engineering testing, is 30 miles from the air-
port, the Association added. The Association
further cited that the airport is situated in a

Boeing’s new “Dreamliner” aircraft (top). 
A Boeing production facility (bottom).



To its sponsors, S-432 is a logical response
designed to improve security after the
events of September 11, 2001. The avia-

tion community has vehemently disagreed.
National groups, NBAA and AOPA, have joined
the Association to fight passage of the bill.

The proposed legislation calls for all appli-
cants for pilot licenses to be fingerprinted and
bars those convicted of certain crimes including
sex offenses, kidnapping, and drug charges
from obtaining a license. Applicants would be
required to shoulder the cost of the criminal
background check. 

The Association and AOPA representatives
have met several times with proponents of the
bill. The aviation advocates emphasized that
pilot licensing is governed by federal procedure.
The FAA recently issued a legal opinion detail-
ing that it has long established preemptive 
prerogative. These arguments fell on deaf ears
and the bill has continued to move through the
legislative process.

On the last day of the spring legislative ses-
sion, the Assembly approved the bill with
amendments. Although the Senate had already
passed the bill in its original form, it most now
reconsider the current version. Fortunately,
Senate Co-President John Bennett agreed to
hold the bill until the Senate returns from sum-
mer recess giving opponents time to lobby legis-
lators and the Governor of aviation’s concerns.

Association President Tom Carver outlined
the position NJAA will stress in its efforts to kill
the bill. “Regardless of the sponsor’s good inten-
tions, the fact is that the State has no role in the
licensing process. The long established doctrine
of federal preemption applies to this area of law
and for good reason. This industry cannot func-
tion with 50 different sets of criteria pertaining
to its primary requirement, the licensing of
pilots. In short, this bill, if enacted, will not sus-
tain the inevitable court challenge.”

“Further, while the desire to assure that ter-
rorist are kept out of cockpits is a commendable

goal, this bill requires background searches

focusing on criminal activity, which is reprehen-

sible but not directly or indirectly related to acts

of terrorism.”

Another major concern, according to the

Association and other industry groups, is the

potential effects of this bill on New Jersey’s

flight schools. “Many of these schools represent

the financial backbone of smaller airports,” said

former State DOT Director of Aeronautics, Jack

Penn. “Applicants could simply opt to go to

Pennsylvania or New York for flight training

which would be less intrusive and expensive.”

“We will use the interim period to address

these issues with legislators and the

Administration,” Carver said. “In addition to

the issues of preemption and economics, we

intend to stress the potential negative impact

the proposed law could have on corporate and

charter operations which are critically impor-

tant in New Jersey,” Carver concluded. �

Association Joins Effort to Defeat 
Pilot Identification Bill

NBAA, AOPA Also Oppose Bill Citing Federal Precedence
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The Blue Angels wowed a crowd of 92,000 at the Millville
Airshow. A few NJAA Board members had the opportunity to
spend some time with some of the pilots at the event: (left to
right) Cliff Anderson, Commander Russ Bartlett, Justin Edwards,
Jack Elliott, Lieutenant Craig Olsen, Lieutenant Commander Dan
Martin, Hugh McElroy, and Jack Penn.
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T eterboro and airports across the nation
may soon be accessible to larger aircraft
under a new FAA policy that will allow

communities retain some ability to limit opera-
tions while providing limited access for larger
aircraft, thus paving the way for operations of
the Boeing Business Jet. 

The agency said airports are allowed to
impose restrictions on aircraft if they are heav-
ier than the design weight of the runway, but
these operations should not be eliminated
because a small number would cause no reduc-
tion in a runway’s useful life. The FAA said 
operating restrictions are preferable to bans or
weight limits. It also stressed airports must not
use weight restrictions as a substitute for noise
limits. Striking directly at anti-Teterboro groups
who have long advocated noise restrictions –
and have used aircraft weight to bolster their
argument – the FAA said if weight limits
“appear motivated by interest in mitigating
noise without going through processes 
that exist for such restrictions,” they would not
be allowed.

Steve Barlage, Director - Regional Sales,
Boeing Business Jets, says that the weight issue
has been a subterfuge for the overall noise issue
at TEB. “The fact is, the BBJ is quieter than the
scores of Stage 2 aircraft currently operating at
TEB. The limited number of flights over 100,000
lbs. at TEB will not cause runway damage.” The
Port Authority, state and federal taxpayers do
not have to spend any money to accommodate
the aircraft, there is no airport expansion or
facility upgrade required. He added that similar
category/group of aircraft such as 737s and 
DC-9s have been operating safely at TEB for
many years with no degradation to the runways. 

The Port Authority of New York and New
Jersey, which operates TEB, disagrees with the
FAA and stands by the continuation of weight
restrictions. “This new proposed policy by the
FAA is at best confusing, “said Ralph Tragale,
the Port Authority’s Manager, Government &
Community Relation for Airports. “On the one
hand, the FAA has ruled that if the airport oper-
ator reasonably believes that actual damage or
excessive wear would result from the operations

of aircraft of a particular weight, then the opera-

tor may limit those operations to prevent dam-

age. Now however, the FAA is ruling that the 

airport operator must calculate some number of

overweight operations despite them having

adverse affects or consequences on the airport’s

infrastructure and operations.”

Part of the strategy to counter the FAA policy

was completed by Congressman Steve Rothman

in late July when he inserted language in the

transportation spending bill that would prevent

large jets from using Teterboro Airport. A one-

sentence change in the mammoth bill would

prevent the Federal Aviation Administration

from using money to change weight restrictions

at Teterboro. The bill goes to the full House of

Representatives in September.

In issuing the rule, the FAA said a major 

reason the new policy is needed is that limiting

aircraft runs counter to government require-

ments that airports not discriminate against

any users. The agency said the policy is an effort

to apply a uniform national standard. �

FAA Paves Way on Lifting Runway 
Weight Restrictions At TEB

Number of Operations, Not Weight, Should Determine Restrictions

Hugh McElroy Named Chairman of the 
Millville Army Air Field Museum

Hugh McElroy, vice president and 
general manager of Dallas Airmotive,
Inc. and chairman of NJAA, has been

elected chairman of the board of the Millville
Army Air Field Museum (MAAFM) located at
Millville Airport.

The MAAF Museum preserves the history of
the Millville Army Air Field, which was
“America’s First Defense Airport” dedicated by
the United States War Department in 1941.

Located in the original WWII Base
Headquarters Building, the Museum displays a
large collection of WWII aviation artifacts of
local and national interest. It recognizes the

more than 10,000 men and women who served
at Millville during WWII, including 1,500 pilots 
who received advanced fighter training in P-47
‘Thunderbolt’ and P-40
‘Warhawk’ fighter planes.
The Museum recognizes
all aspects of aviation his-
tory through its displays,
community events, and
educational programs.

“We are fortunate to have Hugh McElroy take
the lead in moving the Millville Army Air Field
Museum into the future,” announced Russell
Davis, MAAFM president. “Prior to joining the

MAAFM board of directors, Hugh offered con-
tinued support in preserving the history 
of Millville Airport, including recognizing the
significance of Airwork Corporation in redirect-
ing the focus of the airport towards business
after WWII. He has an extensive aviation 
background and visionary ideas that are a
tremendous asset to the Museum.” 

The MAAF Museum is open seven days 
a week – weekdays from 10am to 2pm, 
Saturday and Sunday from 10am to 4pm. 
For more information contact Russell Davis at
(856) 825-3926 or (856) 332-5623 or Donna
Vertolli at (856) 825-3272. �
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New Jersey Senator Drops 
Anti-Alcohol/Drug 

Legislation Proposal

Senator Jon Corzine has decided not to push for legislation

which would ban pilots who have a history of alcohol or

drug abuse from flying. 

Senator Corzine has been under pressure from the family of 

a man killed in a 1999 New Jersey general aviation accident. 

The NTSB investigation indicated that the pilot of the aircraft

used an inappropriate but legal drug which caused drowsiness

and dizziness. NTSB did not cite use of the drug as a cause of

the crash but said in was a factor in the accident. Corzine’s 

bill would have required the FAA to develop a program to ensure

that “high risk general aviation pilots” do not pose a significant

threat to public safety. 

The Association met in Washington with Corzine’s staff.

NJAA’s President, Tom Carver, invited NBAA and AOPA represen-

tatives to attend and was joined by NBAA Vice President of

Government Affairs, Peter West. AOPA did not attend.

As a result of several concerns raised by both Carver and West,

the Senator’s staff agreed to reconsider some of their initial

assumptions. Corzine’s staff recently advised Carver that after

considerable review, they concluded there was no practical way 

to legislate the issue.

�      �      �      �

No Tower Near Newark Liberty

A win is a win but this game never should have been

played. The prospect of a 2,000 foot television tower in

Bayonne or Jersey City disappeared when its proponents

signed a deal to construct the tower in Manhattan.

The Association was the first group to oppose construction at

the New Jersey locations. NJAA asked the FAA to rule against

the proposal since either location would have had a negative

impact on Newark or LaGuardia operations.

Several political leaders were supporting either location and

suddenly the state’s greatest transportation facility was caught

in a classic Hudson County political battle. In addition, agencies

such as the Port Authority of New York and New Jersey and 

the New Jersey Division of Aeronautics were strongly advised

not to officially comment on the tower. The FAA also faced some

pressure to minimize any objections. The FAA concluded that

the tower could have some impact on two of the PA’s airports.

The study was mooted by the decision to keep the tower in

New York for the time being. The tower will replace the tower

which was destroyed in the World Trade Center tragedy. The

result is a good one for aviation, but it is disconcerting that

political proponents of a New Jersey tower continued to advo-

cate the project even after they became aware the tower would

negatively impact air operations at Newark Liberty.

�      �      �      �

Airports May Lose Funds

T he FAA, underfunded due to the need to upgrade securi-

ty, is pulling unused funds of grants four years or older.

New Jersey airports could be seriously effected.

Essex County, Teterboro, Linden, Woodbine, R.J. Miller,

Somerset, Princeton, Solberg and Hammonton are among the

airports that could use funds for approved projects. In all cases

the airport projects have been approved but the funds not yet

spent. In most cases, the airports have begun the projects and

have some time to complete the work. However, it appears that

some of the airports will be unable to complete the projects in

time to receive the full amount of the original funding.

�      �      �      �

Corzine Offers To Meet With Boeing

T he Association continues to play a leading role in 

the campaign to lure Boeing to select Millville as the

site for its new plant. After New Jersey Senators Jon

Corzine and Frank Lautenberg wrote to Boeing advocating the

New Jersey location, NJAA requested Senator Corzine take a lead

role in the active drive to entice Boeing to the Garden State.

Recently, at a Washington meeting arranged by the

Association, Corzine offered to head a delegation of New 

Jersey representatives to meet with Boeing executives at the

company’s Chicago headquarters.

The date for this economic mission has yet to be scheduled.

Boeing has remained publicly non-committal regarding its 

location choice for the plant. 

The Bulletin Board
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P R E S I D E N T ’ S  U P D A T E

NJCAAN, the anti-noise group, this 
summer requested Governor James
McGreevey to appoint the Port

Authority of New York and New Jersey as over-
seer of the FAA study on updating regional air
routes. The New Jersey Aviation Association
expressed its strong disagreement with CAAN’s
request and the Governor sided with NJAA.

CAAN, which has lobbied for ocean routing
for Newark Liberty operations, not only
approached the Governor with its request, but
had prepared a press release to be distributed
following a press conference which CAAN
intended to have McGreevey call to announce
the PA’s role.

Association President, Tom Carver, advised
the Governor that he had no authority to honor
CAAN’s request. “There is no established 
legal basis for a State agency to act in such a
capacity without properly delegated authority
by the federal agency or Congress. To allow an

individual state to oversee or, as inferred by
CAAN, predetermine the outcome of such an
analysis, would be destructive to the national
air traffic system,” Carver’s letter to the
Governor stated. 

Carver also advised the Governor that should
the PA be able to assume such a role, it could
force the agency and the State to accept similar
roles at all airports under their control. “The
FAA’s role in determining the safe and efficient
use of airspace is both paramount and statuto-
ry,” Caver noted. He predicted other cities and
states would attempt to follow New Jersey’s
precedent if the PA was permitted to play a role.
“This would be chaotic for the nation’s air traffic
system,” he concluded.

In reply to Carver’s letter, the Association 
was contacted by James Davy, Chief of
Management and Operations for the Governor.
He informed us that the Governor would deny
CAAN’s request and that he acknowledged the

issues raised by NJAA presented insurmount-
able obstacles to CAAN’s proposal.

This incident is the latest effort by the group
to have the Newark routes redirected over the
ocean or to other areas. 

“We respect and are willing to listen to all
views,” Carver stated. “Nevertheless, the latest
effort by CAAN was an attempt to circumvent
the rules. They seem to be convinced the FAA
does not give adequate consideration to noise in
its analysis. This is not so, but CAAN will not be
persuaded unless the agency endorses their pre-
ferred ocean routing. The fact that CAAN’s plan
would increase noise in other areas, such as
Monmouth and Ocean Counties, is evidently
considered irrelevant by CAAN,” Carver said.

“The Association remains convinced that
FAA analysis will result in the most efficient,
noise limiting system possible. I  would 
hope CAAN would give the process a chance,”
Carver finished.  �

People who run organizations

such as the New Jersey Aviation

Association are often required

to answer the question: “What do

members get in return for their dues?”

It is a legitimate question.

I hope this edition of The Final

Approach answers that question regard-

ing NJAA. Whether it is in Washington,

D.C., Trenton, Millville or Bayonne, the Association is at work.

This Association is the only organization which represents all of

the State’s aviation interests. We are as deeply concerned with

the development of Trenton Mercer and Atlantic City

International Airports as we are with the rights of the youngest

student pilots. We will listen to and respect the views of those

who disagree about the importance of aviation in New Jersey.

Nevertheless, we shall continue to advocate our positions in any

and all forums.

The goals of our mission statement remain. NJAA will promote

and protect aviation interests while balancing the needs of New

Jersey communities impacted by our activities.

The Association has a strong working relationship with the

State DOT. On balance, the aviation community has been well

served by the policies of Commissioners Jamie Fox and Jack

Lettiere. It also has benefited by the accessibility offered by Ted

Matthews and Tom Thatcher in the Division of Aeronautics. They

have all been honest, available and open in their discussions.

They also have begun to formulate policies which bode well for

the New Jersey airport system. 

We salute these men and look forward to working with them

to improve New Jersey aviation.

Thomas D. Carver, President

Tom Carver

McGreevey Cans NJCAAN’s 
Port Authority Oversight Role
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FAA Reauthorization Includes 
$100 Million For GA Affected by 9/11
Lautenberg Leads Battle Against ATC Privatization

T he FAA reauthorization conference

report contains provisions beneficial to

many New Jersey aviators. However,

political wrangling may delay passage when

Congress returns after Labor Day.

The most important part of the legislation for

New Jersey general aviation is $100 million in

relief for businesses that incurred losses in the

aftermath of the September 11 attacks. 

In addition, the legislation contains a $14.2

billion down payment on capital improvements

at airports. According to Stephen Van Beek, Vice

President of Airports Council International -

North America: “We find that about $1 billion
of investment in airports leads to 47,000 jobs. At
a time when we’re talking about a jobless recov-
ery and kick-starting the economy, I think this
bill and the stimulus it provides is a very impor-
tant component of that strategy.”

While this funding is greatly needed by com-
panies still struggling after 9/11 and airports
that have deferred improvements, the debate
over ATC privatization may hold up passage of
the bill. New Jersey Senator Frank Lautenberg
led an effort to gain bipartisan support for an
amendment that would prevent privatization.
Another amendment slipped in at the last

moment runs counter to Lautenberg’s, thus cre-
ating a potential stalemate and jeopardizing the
GA relief and airport improvement funds.

The amendment, defended by airport and
airline officials, would codify the ability to
extend the Contract Tower program to include
69 VFR towers that have long been considered
candidates for it. Capital Hill Democrats, along-
side the National Association of Air Traffic
Controllers (NATCA) labor group, argue that
the move is a backdoor attempt by the
Administration to further privatize the nation’s
air traffic control system. There are currently
219 contract towers.


